
Comparing skills/knowledge for the 
21st

 
Century To

 What the Arts Teach
•

 

Learning focused on Core Subjects
•
•

 

Information and communications skills

•

 

Problem solving and critical thinking 
skills

•

 

Interpersonal and self-direction skills

•

 

Content relevant to students’

 

lives

•

 

Real world application

•

 

Authentic learning

•

 

Global awareness

Innovative thinking and      
entrepreneurial skills

•

 

Team learning

•

 

Arts are a Core Subject
•

 

“The arts help children learn to say 
what cannot be said”

•

 

“

 

The arts make vivid the fact that 
neither words in their literal form nor 
numbers exhaust what we can know.  
The limits of our language do not 
define the limits of our cognition.”

•

 

“The arts teach children to make 
good judgments about qualitative 
relationships.”

•

 

“The arts teach children that 
problems can have more than one 
solution”

•

 

“The arts teach students to think 
through and within a material”

•

 

“The arts celebrate multiple 
perspectives”

•

 

“The arts enable students to have 
experiences they can have from no 
other source”

•

 

“The arts teach children that in 
complex forms of problem solving 
purposes are seldom fixed…”

 
flexibility  -

 

(2006, NAEA, Elliot Eisner, Stanford University)


